BRiDGES Time Line
1987

Articles of Incorporation are signed establishing the Madison County Council on Alcoholism and Substance Abuse, Inc.

First Executive Director, Phyllis Jo Rushing is hired and Council moves into Route 13 location in Canastota, New York

Council takes over operation of the Madison County Drinking Driver Program 

1988

Alcohol Awareness Forum attended by 300 people in April at Morrisville College. Budweiser’s Spuds McKenzie is arrested by McGruff the Crime Dog for contributing to the delinquency of minors.

Poster contest in conjunction with STOP-DWI. Local winner goes on to win competition at the state level.

Jim Goldstein hired as Executive Director

1989

Employee Assistance Program was established to serve local companies

Safe Summer campaign was initiated across the state and in Madison County

Family Education programs expanded

1990

Jean Kilbourne, national speaker on alcohol and advertising, presents her program, “Calling the Shots” in Oneida, New York

More than 100 professional training programs are provided to the community including trainings on group skills, pharmacology, the impaired professional and ethics.
Beginning of teen group, RIDES, (Risk Insight Diet Exercise Spirituality) facilitated by individuals committed to youth empowerment and development
1991

Council moves into new, and current, location on Route 5 in Canastota, NY

Council organizes the first Madison County Drug Quiz Show- students from Morrisville Eaton Elementary School are the winners

Susan Jenkins hired as Executive Director.

1992

The 15 week course, Alcohol and Other Drug Counseling I, was offered through the Morrisville College for Lifelong Learning
Ten educational programs for individuals involved in any program of recovery, AA, Al-Anon or ACOA, were offered in the evening. Quote from one participant, “It was helpful for me to hear the perspective of someone involved in a different program of recovery. I realized we had many of the same issues”.
Co-sponsored training with SUNY Health Science Center on “Helping Alcoholism Counselors Know When to Make a Psychiatric Referral”
First Teen Institute program held at Morrisville College attended by students from six local schools. Quote from one teacher who attended- “The great spirit that was felt by all of us at the July retreat is certainly something that we will never forget. It has made positive changes in so many lives! The friendship, the fellowship, the activities, the emotions, the excitement, the risks, the relaxation (and the list goes on) were powerful experiences that have become a part of each of us”.

1993

Council co-sponsors Domestic Violence: An Ongoing Problem with the Victims of Violence Program attended by more than 85 people

Human service professionals were taught a six week parenting series, “Roots & Wings: Raising Resilient Children”, which was then offered to Madison County parents.
Second annual Teen Institute was held attended by more than 55 students and adult leaders. This program made a lasting impression on many adults and youth over the years.
1994

Weekend retreat for women in recovery at White Eagle Conference Center

Holiday Happening dance held at CAC in Sherrill for adults and youth.

Professional training continues including first on Compulsive Gambling: The Hidden Addiction

1995

Board of Directors sponsors one man play, “Moments…an Evening with Bill W” at Oneida High School

RSVP Players, a theater troupe with the Retired Senior Volunteer Program, and the Council collaborate to bring information on alcohol and the older adult to local SNACK sites

Council offers workshop on stress management to caregivers in collaboration with the Office for the Aging

1996

Youth Diversion Program becomes the “Choices & Consequences” program which is currently operating
24 Hour Relay Challenge brings youth and adults together to raise money for youth development programs

Council launches the Wellness at Work newsletter for businesses contracting with our EAP 

1997

Len Cabral, nationally known storyteller, is sponsored by Council to reach children and their parents.

Discovering Normal, a parenting skills program for adults affected by addiction, is offered to the community

Drug Recognition training is offered

1998

The Council starts doing business as BRiDGES, a name proposed by one of our Board of Directors

Youth Advisory Board sponsors an “All You Can Do” night at the Y in Oneida

In conjunction with RSVP, BRiDGES distributes posters about the dangers of secondhand smoke developed through a grant from Family Ties

1999

Players for Prevention, a theater troupe for teens, debuts. All “skits” are written by the teens for teens.

First web site is launched to allow for a wider dissemination of information to the community

4th Annual Madison County 24 Hour Relay Challenge raises $11,000 to fund youth projects.

2000

Players for Prevention expands through a grant from the CNY Community Foundation. Students from five local schools perform for audiences around the region.

Teen Connection group facilitated by staff from BRiDGES and the Health Dept.

EAP, in conjunction with an attorney’s office, offers workshop to businesses on Workplace Violence 

2001

10th Anniversary of Madison County Teen Institute and Drug Quiz
BRiDGES receives funding from the NYS Department of Health to implement Reality Check, a youth empowerment initiative against Big Tobacco

Ruth Maxwell, author of the book The Booze Battle, is the featured speaker at the Annual Dinner. Her presentation is entitled “Raising Our Voices for Recovery”

2002

Launch of Communities That Care©  process with a Key Leader Breakfast at Cazenovia College attended by more than 60 leaders from Madison County.

Assemblyman Sam Hoyt speaks at Recovery Luncheon talking about his own struggle with addition

America’s Promise designates Madison County as a Community of Promise, one of more than 400 in the United States. Madison County’s Promise, a community coalition debuts.

2003

80 foot mural depicting the Five Promises of America’s Promise is designed and painted at ZEMS Ice Cream by Kirbey Zorda, a Cazenovia College student, with help from other adult and youth volunteers.

BRiDGES offers the first Strengthening Families Program: For Parents and Youth 10-14 at Cornell Cooperative Extension

BRiDGES is awarded competitive Drug Free Communities grant by the Federal Government for Madison County’s Promise

2004

Players for Prevention performed for more than 550 people in the CNY region. In addition to funding from the CNY Community Foundation they also received funding from STATIC, Starting Teen Abstinence Today in Communities.
BRiDGES receives grant from the NYS Department of Health for Tobacco Free Madison County, a community coalition

The LifeSkills® Training program, a research based curriculum, is introduced to students in Madison County schools served by our INROADS program.

2005

Board of Directors completes new Strategic Plan for the organization

A collaboration between Tobacco Free Madison County and Reality Check results in 14 Madison County retailers voluntarily reducing, repositioning or eliminating tobacco advertising from their businesses.

Underage Drinking: Not a Minor Problem displays at different public and private venues around Madison County.

2006

First Annual Recovery Walk held on September 16th, the same day that thousands from around the US walk to celebrate recovery in their own communities.

EAP offers the 10 week “Balancing Work Life Issues”.

Town Hall meeting on Underage Drinking is held in Wampsville. Panel of youth and adults address those assembled who are concerned about the issue.

2007

BRiDGES celebrates its 20th Anniversary.

Funding for problem gambling prevention/education is received.

Drug Free Task Force hosts Town Hall Meeting on Underage Drinking in Cazenovia.

Students Working for Alcohol Truths, or SWAT, present their findings about underage drinking to school and community groups and discuss the issue in the media
2008

Community coalition, CazACTION, receives funding from the Federal STOP Act (Sober Truth On Preventing Underage Drinking),one of only 79 awards in the US.

Selected as the CNY Regional Training and Technical Assistance Center to assist chemical dependency treatment providers with compliance with the new tobacco regulations

Funding for Enforcing Underage Drinking Laws and Parents Who Host Lose the Most is received.

2009

Through a competitive grant process, the tobacco control community partnership expanded to serve Oneida and Herkimer counties in addition to Madison County.
Through a competitive grant process, Reality Check expanded to serve Oneida and Herkimer counties in addition to Madison County. 

High school and college students conducted “Sticker Shock” campaigns in their communities placing stickers on hundreds of cases of beer and liquor stores bags which described the penalties of providing alcohol to minors.

BRiDGES awarded a grant from the NYS Governor's Traffic Safety Committee to expand the organizations capacity to conduct TIPS Server Training and to develop and distribute Safe Selling Toolkits for locations selling and/ or serving alcohol.

2010

Social Host liability law is adopted in Cazenovia, the first in Madison County. 

Class Action, an interactive curriculum for high school students, is implemented in one Madison County school. It is designed to change student, parent and community norms and expectations around adolescent alcohol use.

Safe Pill Drop Off events continue with increased participation by community.

2011

The Prime for Life curriculum is implemented at Drinking Driver Programs across New York State, including at BRiDGES. Prime for Life is designed to reduce impaired driving, prevent continued high risk drinking and provide an intervention and referral to treatment for those suffering from an addiction.

Reality Check debuts their film, Change, at the Stanley Theater in Utica. This short film created by teens from Central New York is about the impact of tobacco marketing.
BRiDGES awarded a grant from Colgate's Konosioni Senior Honor Society to carry out “Be The Wall”, a community-wide media campaign focused on reducing underage drinking



