New Synthetic Drugs Popular Among Teens
Local “head shops” are selling a synthetic form of marijuana called K2, or “Spice.”  Other common names for the drug include: skunk, genie, smoke and legal funk.  The drug is marketed as herbal incense and is generally smoked.  K2 is sprayed with chemicals that mimic the effects of THC, the active ingredient in marijuana.  Effects of K2 have shown to be dangerous as there have been an increasing amount of emergency room visits due to the use of the drug.  Often times the drug causes psychosis, this can be prolonged in some users.  Other effects include paranoia, increased blood pressure and heart rate, mild euphoria, altered state of consciousness, agitation, anxiety and hallucinations.    Some of the chemicals in K2 were banned by the DEA in 2011, however, without testing; one may not know the legality or potential danger of the product. Besides the health and safety concerns, the availability of the drug in Madison County is concerning. 

Bath Salts have been a problem in Madison County.  Bath salts are also sold in local “head shops” and are often marketed as plant food, toy cleaner, jewelry cleaner or glass cleaner.  The effects of bath salts include psychosis and symptoms of schizophrenia, agitation, paranoia and delusions.  Increased heart rate, diminished requirement for sleep and increased alertness are also among the effects of bath salts.  Effects begin within 20 seconds to 15 minutes after use and can last up to 3 hours.  Some street names for the drug include: “monkey dust” and “white snow.”  The products are marketed towards youth as they are colored and flavored.  

